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Former Wilmington
College athlete pleads
guilty to importuning
By AARON KEITH HARRIS

Staff Writer
aharris@xeniagazette.com

XENIA — A former Wilmington College
soccer player was sentenced Wednesday for
coming to Xenia in hopes of meeting a fictive 14-year-old girl for sex more than a year
ago.
Greene County Common Pleas Court,
Judge Timothy Campbell put Jonathan W.
Wightman, 20, of Clayton, on probation for
five years.
Wightman was also classified a sex
offender, which means for 15 years he must
register each change of name, address,
employment or student status with law
enforcement..

Xenia police arrested
Wightman on Aug. 20, 2006
when he drove from
Wilmington College after
chatting with detectives who
pretended to be a 14-year-old
girl.
Wightman pleaded guilty to
Wightman
importuning, on Sept. 10,
2007, Wightman pleaded
guilty to a fifth-degree felony count of importuning, for which he could have been sentenced to 12 months in prison or fined $2,500.
Wightman was a regional first-team soccer player at Northmont High School in
Clayton before going to Wilmington
College.

Shakro enters no contest
plea in death of her son
By MARY BETH LEHMAN

Staff Writer
mlehman@fairborndailyherald.com
Charles Caperton/Greene County Dailies

Bill Hagenbuch helped make rope for more than 40 years with the
Hooven & Allison Company in Xenia. Now he’s the subject of
“Ropewalk,” a documentary about the role of rope in the history of
Xenia and the world.

Take a ‘Ropewalk’
through history
By AARON KEITH HARRIS

Staff Writer
aharris@xeniagazette.com

BEAVERCREEK — The
site of Xenia’s Hooven &
Allison Company was destroyed
by fire in 2005, a year after the
rope-making company closed.
But the company’s former
chief engineer and president,
Beavercreek resident Bill
Hagenbuch, is still telling the
story of Xenia’s historic role in
America’s rope industry and the
effect of rope on human history.
Hagenbuch, 89, is the subject

and narrator of a soon-to-bereleased documentary film
called “Ropewalk,” a nonprofit
production of the Engineers
Club of Dayton Foundation, the
Cordage Institute, and Ohio
filmmaker Steve Fetsch.
The idea for a film started
with a talk Hagenbuch gave to
the Engineers Club, which
developed into a lecture and
slide show given at area historical societies and community
groups.

XENIA — A Fairborn woman surprised many in Greene County
Wednesday when she entered a plea of no
contest to an involuntary manslaughter
charge nearly eight years after the suspicious death of her seven-month-old son in
2000.
Det. Lee Cyr of the Fairborn Police
Department said police responded to a call
in 2000 that brought them to an unresponsive baby who was not breathing. Jannell
Dear-Shakro’s son was then taken to
Children’s Medical Center, where he was
pronounced dead.
Six years, later prosecutors officially
charged his mother with causing his death.
Cyr said the coroner’s report came back
that seven-month-old Dillon Hilbun died
of asphyxiation. He said the woman
explained the child’s death as a result of a
plastic bag she found near him under a
daybed after leaving him alone to smoke a
cigarette.
Based on her own account, Cyr said
Hilbun died as a result of his mother’s
actions.

See Rope, Page 2A
See Shakro, Page 2A
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APPLAUSE

Stephanie Leon
Stephanie Leon, now a junior at
DePaul University in Chicago,
remains on the Dean's List.
Stephanie is a 2005 graduate of
Xenia High School. Her parents are
Xenia residents, Alberto and Karen
Leon.
To suggest an Applause candidate, email editor@xeniagazette.com or editor@fair-
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Greene County Dailies file photo
Jannell Dear-Shakro appears in Greene County
Common Pleas Court in July 2006 charged with
the death of her infant son.

Get Walking,
Greene County

Police search
for bodies of
4 children

By AARON KEITH HARRIS

Staff Writer

DEATHS
■ Maud Elaine Babb, Xenia
■ Janet L. Stanley, 52, Spring Valley
■ Elaine M. Rogers Nared, 70,
Hopkinsville, Ky.
➤ Page 6A

aharris@xeniagazette.com

Greene County Park District is continuing to offer, Get Walking, Greene
County, a program designed to help
Greene countians get moving with a
series of free healthy hikes.
“We’re trying to give folks the opportunity to be more active, to get out on the
wonderful trails we have in Greene
County,” said Laurie Fox, marketing &
public relations specialist for the district.
“And we want to help people get in better shape, fit and, most importantly,
healthier.”
Walking is a great start for a fitness
and weight loss program, Fox said.
Other benefits of walking include stress
relief, socializing with others, relief for
sufferers of arthritis or other joint and
muscle conditions.
With four different series of hikes, all
of which are led by a parks employee
and are not longer than six miles, everyone should be able to find something
they might like, Fox said.
Paws to Lose Pounds participants can
bring their dogs along on non-retractable
leashes, Stroller Striders are invited to
bring their babies and small children in
strollers, and the Have Coffee, Will
Travel hikes meet at a coffee shop before
setting out with a strong cup of joe.
See Walk, Page 2A

Police say father threw
them off Ala. bridge

The Cleft. The only question left now
is what can you do to help make this
dream a reality?
The Cleft is currently engaged in its
community-wide campaign to obtain
the money needed to
secure
and
renovate its
building
located at
113
S.
Detroit Street in
downtown Xenia, as well
as provide the necessary funds for its
first year of operation, and initiate a
endowment fund for future operation.
All-in-all, this amounts to about

By GARRY MITCHELL
Associated Press Writer
BAYOU LA BATRE, Ala. (AP) — A
man angered after a dispute with his
wife confessed to tossing his four young
children off a bridge, authorities said
Wednesday as they searched murky
waters for the bodies.
Lam Luong, 37, who is charged with
four counts of capital murder, told
authorities Tuesday night that he drove
to the Dauphin Island bridge and
dropped the children from a span that
reaches 80 feet in places, said Detective
Scott Rivera.
Luong came to coastal Alabama from
Vietnam in 1984 and worked in the
commercial fishing industry as a
shrimper, Police Chief John Joyner and
a relative said. He had argued with his
wife, Ngoc Phan, before taking the children, he said.
Missing and presumed dead were 4month-old Danny Luong; 1-year-old
Lindsey Luong; 2-year-old Hannah
Luong; and 3-year-old Ryan Phan. Phan
is not the man’s biological child, but

See Center, Page 2A

See Bridge, Page 2A

The Cleft student center issues
a challenge to community
By TIFFANY FERRELL
If you’ve been keeping up with the
first part of this series regarding The
Cleft, the community’s new student
center geared toward the personal and
academic growth of
our
youth,
you
are
now well
aware of
the unique
facilities and
extensive list of activities the center will offer. You may even
have taken the initiative to check out
the
center’s
website:
www.thecleft.org, where you can discover the alarming statistics regarding
our youth that gave rise to the vision of
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Photo by Timothy Hearsum, courtesy of Engineers Club of Dayton
Foundation
The producer’s of “Ropewalk: A cordage engineer’s journey
through history” are attempting to identify the woman in the
photo slated to be the cover of the film’s DVD. The photo was
taken in 1973 at the Hooven & Allison Company plant in Xenia. If
you know who the woman is, please call the Engineers Club of
Dayton at 228-2148, or email info@StoryOfRope.org
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Hagenbuch didn’t think the
talk, if limited to only his
was
entertaining
career,
enough, so he decided to start
with man’s first attempt to
twist fibers together to make
rope and work his way up to
current efforts to make carbon
nanotube ropes that could support “space elevators” to satellites in orbit.
“The way he tells a story,
doesn’t it just make you want
to make a movie?” said daughter Kate Hagenbuch, who tried
to record her fathers talk by
herself with one camera before
concluding a more professional
touch was needed.
Fetsch and began taping
interviews with Hagenbuch in
December 2006, relying heavily on his subject’s ability to tell
a good story or teach a good
lesson, on topics ranging from
technical aspects of the business to his experiences as an
Army radar expert at Wright
Field and near London in
WWII.
After the war, Hagenbuch
went to work at Hooven &
Allison Company, where his
father served on the board. And
even though he had earned a
Bachelor’s and a Master’s
degree at the Massachusetts
Institute
of
Technology,
Hagenbuch had to learn the
rope business “pretty much
from scratch.”
His first job was unloading
275-pound bales of manila
hemp and bales of sisal hemp
weighing 400 to 500 pounds
that arrived via the trains that
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converged on Xenia, then a
regional rail hub.
Eventually he got to use his
degrees as the company began
the transition from making
only natural fiber ropes to
adding synthetic ones made
from materials like polypropylene.
“Ropewalk” will have a premier showing at the Engineers
Club sometime later this year,
when finishing touches like an
original music score, closed
captioning, and DVD extras
and packaging.
Through the end of January,
the producers are offering the
$20 DVD at a pre-order price
of $10 in order to help pay for
those touches. Copies of the
DVD will also be made available to schools and libraries.
“I hope that they develop an
interest in the technology and
the real importance of this idea
of a space elevator,” said
Hagenbuch of what he hopes
Ropewalk viewers will take
from the film. “The future of
this world may depend on our
ability to exist in space.”
For more information or to
order the “Ropewalk” DVD,
contact the Engineers Club at
228-2148,
or
visit
StoryOfRope.org for more
information.
The Engineers Club of
Dayton Foundation is sponsoring the film as part of its educational mission for research
and education in science and
technology. A film trailer, as
well as a photo gallery of the
original Hooven & Allison Co,
may
be
viewed
at
http://www.StoryOfRope.org.

Center
Continued from Page 1A

$500,000 needed to get the center up and running. To help
achieve this goal, The Cleft is
issuing a challenge to every
household in the community.
“This Cleft will bring a dramatic wave of impact to our
community as it helps get students off the street and into a
structured and encouraging
environment, and you can make
it happen,” says Cleft director
Nathan Chrisman. Because of
this The Cleft is asking every
household, business, church and
civic organization to make this
project their own by contributing to this outreach. Chrisman
added, “It doesn’t matter how
much you give, as long as you
give something. We’re simply
asking that everyone make the
decision to invest in our youth.”
Your dollars will be directly

supporting the personal growth
of the students in our community. A structure is only as strong
as it’s foundation and student’s
today are the foundation for the
future of our economics, politics, and business community.
Donations can be made by
check, cash or credit card
through Greene Giving. Your
investment is 100% tax
deductible. You can send your
contribution to Greene Giving
(memo: The Cleft), 25 Greene
Street, Xenia, Ohio 45385.
You can track the financial
progress by watching for the
goal thermometer in the Xenia
Daily Gazette. Also, find out
who’s donating, as recognition
will be given to The Cleft’s supporters in the Gazette. You can
learn more about The Cleft’s
vision, activities, and fundraising campaign at www.thecleft.org.

The Greene County Grand
Jury indicted Dear-Shakro back
in 2006 on two counts of involuntary manslaughter, tampering
with evidence and child endangering, after six years of gathering evidence, investigating the
case and consulting experts
before bringing the case to a
grand jury.
Eighteen months after the
indictment, in place of a scheduled conference, Shakro, alongside her attorney entered a plea
of no contest for the thirddegree felony of involuntary
manslaughter to Judge Timothy
Campbell at the Greene County
Court of Common Pleas, effectively ending the eight year tugof-war to settle out charges and
possible punishments.
“I was pleased the case got
resolved,” Cyr said. “And I’m
pleased it did without subjecting the family to a trial.”
Assistant Greene County
Prosecuting Attorney Adolfo
Tornichio said Dear-Shakro’s
plea of no contest means she is

Walk
Continued from Page 1A

Each of those hikes are scheduled for once a month into the
spring, with the Healthy Hikes
track meeting a little more often.
Healthy Hikers outings are typically longer walks, and some of
them are on unpaved walking
trails, Fox said.
Participants will get a walking passport at their first attended hike and after the completion
of each hike, hike leaders will
initial the passport. After 30
miles have been completed in
any combination of hikes
offered, participants will have
the opportunity to purchase a
Greene County Parks walking
stick for $15. Each season,
walkers will have the chance to
add a variety of shields to their
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Luong raised him from infancy, authorities said.
Authorities were searching
a 100-square-mile area and
waters as deep as 55 feet. The
search included divers and
cadaver dogs in small boats, as
well as three helicopters,
Mobile County Sheriff Sam
Cochran said.
Joyner said he feared the

Healthy Hikes
o Jan. 26, 10 a.m. at Indian
Mound Reserve, Williamson
Lane entrance, 2750 SR 42 N.,
Cedarville
o Feb. 2, 10 a.m. at the
Narrows Reserve Nature Center,
2575 Indian Ripple Rd.,
Beavercreek
Before beginning any vigorous exercise program, it is
always best to check with your
doctor.
For more information on this
new walking series, and more
dates and times, please contact
Greene County Parks at 937562-7440 or visit the web site at
www.co.greene.oh.us/parks.
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walking stick with continued
participation.

Beavercreek
Chamber’s
January Business Links will be
held tonight in the Berry Room
at the Nutter Center.
Wright State University is
hosting this event as the “12th
Annual Beavercreek Night with
the Raiders.” Business Links will
start at 5:30 and will conclude
with the start of the Wright
State/Youngstown State basketball game at 7 p.m.
“All Chamber members are
invited (and encouraged) to stay
for the game. Tickets are available to all Beavercreek residents
at the box office for $5 each.
Please come out and meet
Dr.Dave Hopkins and Coach
Brad Brownell and show your
support for Wright State
University,” said a spokesman.
Here’s the Beavercreek
Community Night on Campus
schedule of events:
5:30 to 6:45 p.m. —
Beavercreek
Chamber
of
Commerce’s Business Links
reception in the Nutter Center’s
Berry Room, before the men’s
basketball game. Door prizes and
appearances from the Wright
State cheerleaders and mascot.
6 p.m. — Block Party: Buffet
dinner open to the public at
Coach’s Corner on the Nutter
Center’s Verizon Deck until tipoff. Dinner is available for $10.
7 p.m. — National Anthem
performed by the Ankeney
Connection Choir from Ankeney
Junior High School.
7:05 p.m. — Men’s
Basketball Game vs. Horizon
League opponent Youngstown
State at the Nutter Center. All
Beavercreek residents can purchase reduced price tickets in
advance or at the door for $5
when they show their ID at the
Nutter Center Box Office.
First full timeout, first half —
Beavercreek Day Proclamation
Ceremony.

PICK UP OUR NEWSPAPERS AT ANY
OF THESE LOCATIONS...

Bridge
Continued from Page 1A

not arguing the facts of the case,
as entered into record
Wednesday.
Tornichio said Campbell
found Dear-Shakro guilty based
on those facts, and she will face
sentencing on March 10, when
she faces a maximum sentence
of up to five years in jail and a
$10,000 fine.
The
Greene
County
Prosecutors and the defense for
Dear-Shakro did not reach an
agreement as to a recommendation for sentencing. Tornichio
said it will come down to each
side’s argument in March, but
the Prosecutor’s Office will
argue for prison time.
“Happy is not the right word
in this case,” Tornichio said. “I
am satisfied that she will be
held accountable for her actions
that resulted in the death of her
infant son.”
Cyr said she was arrested on
July 1, 2007 and taken to
Fairborn jail, but since being
released on bond, initially she
has not spent much time in jail.
Campbell continued her bond
Wednesday.

Beavercreek
Chamber
Business
Links to be
held tonight

search of the Intracoastal
Waterway below the bridge
would be hampered by bad
weather and choppy waters.
The bridge extends from the
mainland to Dauphin Island,
which lies between the waterway and the Gulf of Mexico.
The couple lived with
Phan’s mother at Bayou La
Batre, a fishing village with a
large Southeast Asian community.
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